To:  Cooper,  William[Cooper. William@epa.gov];  Wardeli, 

Christopher[Wardell. Christopher@epa.gov];  Peterson,  Cynthia[Peterson.Cynthia@epa.gov];  Faulk, 
Libby[Faulk. Libby@epa.gov];  Guerra,  Jasmin[Guerra.Jasmin@epa.gov];  Chergo, 

Jennifer[Chergo. Jennifer@epa.gov];  Lane,  Jennifer[Lane. Jennifer@epa.gov];  Thames, 
Sher[Thames.  Sher@epa.gov] 

Cc:  Russo,  Rebecca[Russo. Rebecca@epa.gov] 

From:  Thames,  Sher 

Sent:  Wed  8/12/2015  7:07:55  PM 

Subject:  EPA  news  conference  Gina  Me  earthy 


http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStorv/latest-epa-chief-visit-mexico-colorado-33036255 


The  latest  in  the  Colorado  mine  spill  (all  times  local): 

12:40  p.m. 

Colorado  wildlife  officials  will  test  more  than  100  fish  caught  along  the  Animas  River  at  the 
height  of  a mine  waste  spill  that  turned  the  water  orangey-yellow. 

Parks  and  Wildlife  spokesman  Matt  Robbins  said  Wednesday  that  biologists  in  Denver  will 
determine  whether  the  spill's  heavy  metals  accumulated  in  the  fingerling  trout.  Results  won't  be 
known  for  at  least  two  weeks. 

The  breach  last  week  sent  a plume  of  metal-laden  water  coursing  into  the  Animas  and  San  Juan 
rivers.  The  pollution  has  passed  through  parts  of  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Utah  and  the  Navaio 
Nation. 

Of  the  108  fish  placed  in  underwater  cages  during  the  worst  of  the  spill,  only  one  died.  It's 
unknown  whether  the  death  stemmed  from  pollution  or  other  reasons. 

The  agency  also  plans  a survey  of  wild  fish  in  the  Animas  and  will  compare  it  to  a survey  done 
last  year. 


11:03  a.m. 

Colorado  and  federal  officials  are  at  odds  over  whether  it's  safe  to  reopen  the  Animas  River  to 
recreation  after  3 million  gallons  of  mine  waste  spilled  and  turned  the  water  orangey-yellow. 

The  shocking  color  seen  last  week  is  gone,  and  Colorado  says  its  tests  show  the  concentration 
of  metals  in  the  water,  including  arsenic  and  lead,  are  decreasing.  Gov.  John  Hickenlooper 
wants  the  river  reopened  to  boating  and  fishing,  both  important  to  the  region's  economy. 

The  Durango  Herald  newspaper  ( http://bit.lv/1UD32FF  ) reports  that  local  EPA  administrator 
Shaun  McGrath  told  Hickenlooper  during  a meeting  to  stop  making  comments  about  the  health 
of  the  river. 


1781108 


ED  000552B  00003609-00001 


McGrath  says  more  data  are  needed  to  know  whether  the  river  is  back  to  baseline  conditions. 
That  angered  Hickenlooper,  who,  echoing  others,  said  the  EPA  has  been  too  slow  in  responding 
to  the  disaster  overall. 


10:12  a.m. 

New  Mexico  Gov.  Susana  Martinez  says  she  still  has  concerns  about  the  federal  government's 
response  to  the  spill  of  millions  of  gallons  of  wastewater  from  a mine  in  southwestern  Colorado. 

The  breach  last  week  at  the  Gold  King  Mine  near  Silverton  sent  a flood  of  yellow,  metal-laden 
water  coursing  into  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers.  The  plume  has  since  passed  through  parts 
of  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Utah  and  the  Navajo  Nation. 

Martinez  says  EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy's  visit  Wednesday  will  be  important,  so 
McCarthy  can  see  firsthand  the  potentially  devastating  effects  the  spill  can  have  on  downstream 
communities. 

Martinez's  office  says  the  governor  spoke  with  McCarthy  on  Tuesday  evening. 

The  New  Mexico  Environment  Department  has  been  conducting  its  own  sampling  along  the 
river  and  results  are  expected  Wednesday. 


9:58  a.m. 

The  head  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  will  meet  with  state,  local  and  tribal 
officials  and  community  members  when  she  visits  Colorado  on  Wednesday  to  see  the  impact  of 
a 3 million-gallon  mine  waste  spill. 

EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  also  plans  to  visit  Farmington,  New  Mexico,  on  Thursday. 

She  says  the  agency  takes  full  responsibility  after  an  EPA-led  crew  accidentally  released  the 
wastewater  laced  with  heavy  metals,  including  lead  and  arsenic. 

The  pollution  turned  part  of  the  Animas  River  in  Colorado  mustardy  yellow  last  week.  It  washed 
down  the  river  and  is  believed  to  have  passed  into  Utah,  but  it's  difficult  to  detect  because  it's 
been  diluted. 


Sher  Thames 
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